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Detrahere et pellem, nitidus qua quifque per ora 


Cederet-— — — 


Hor. 


yee 9 MONG the many exotic diverfions, that 
Me have been tranfplanted into this country, 
there is no one more cultivated, or which 
ee feems to have taken deeper root among us, 





than that modeft and rational entertain- 
ment, the Mafquerade. This, as well as the Opera, is 
originally of Italian growth; and was brought over hither 
by the celebrated Hesdegger, who thence juftly acquired 
among his own countrymen the honourable title of Sur- 
intendant des plaifirs d’ Angleterre. 


6R I HAVE 








ome: 
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I wave called the Mafquerade a modeft and rational 
entertainment, As to the firft, no one can have the leaft 
fcruple about its innocence, if he confiders, that it is al- 
ways made a part of the education of our polite females; 
and that the moft virtuous woman is not afhamed to ap- 
pear there. If it be objected, that a lady is expofed to hear 
many indecencies' from the men, (as the mafk gives them 
a privilege to fay any thing, though ever fo rude) it may 
be anfwered, that no lady is obliged to take the affront 
to herfelf; becaufe, as fhe goes difguifed, the indignity is 
not offered to her in her own proper perfon. Befides, ac- 
cording to Dryden, 


She cannot blufh, becaufe they cannot fee. 


As to the rationality of this entertainment, every one 
will agree with me, that thefe midnight orgies are full as 
rational as fitting up all night at the card-table. Nor is it 
more ftrange, that five or fix hundred people fhould meet 
together in difguifes purpofely to conceal themfelves, than 
that the fame number fhould affemble at a route, where 
moft of the company are wholly unacquainted with each 
ather. 


But we can never enough admire the wit and hu- 
mour of thefe meetings ; which greatly confifts in exhi- 
biting the moft fantaftic appearances, that the moft whim- 
fical imagination can poflibly devife. A common perfon 
may be content with appearing as a Chinefe, a Turk, or 
a Fryar; but the true genius will ranfack earth, air, and 
feas, reconcile contradictions, and call in things inanimate, 


as well as animate, to his affiftance: and the more extra- 


vagant and out of nature his drefs can be contrived, the 


higher 
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higher is the joke. I remember one gentleman above fix 
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foot high, who came to the mafquerdde dreft, like a 
child, in a white frock and leading ftrings, attended by 
another gentleman of exceeding low ftature, who offici- 
ated as his naurfe. The fame witty fpark took it into his 
head at another time to perfonate Fame, and was 
ftuck all over with peacock-feathers by way of eyes; 
but when he came to faften on his wings, they were 
{pread to fo enormous a length, that no coach or chair 
was fpacious enough to admit him; fo that he was 
forced to be conveyed along the ftreets on a chair- 
man’s horfe, covered with a blanket, Another gen- 
tleman of no lefs humour very much furprifed the com- 
pany by carrying a thatched houfe about him; which 
was fo contrived, that no part of him could be feen, 
except his face, which was looking out of the cafement ; 
but this joke had like to have coft him dear, as another wag 
was going to fet fire to the building, becaufe he found, by 
the leaden policy affixed to the front, that the tenement 
was infured. In a word, dogs, monkeys, oftriches, and 
all kinds of monfters, are as frequently to be met with at 
the mafquerade, as in the Covent-Garden pantomimes ; and 
Jonce faw with great delight a gentleman (who perfonated 
one of Bayes’s recruits) prance a minuet on his hobby-horfe, 
with a dancing bear for his partner, 


I nave faid before, that the Mafquerade is of foreign 
extraction, and imported to us from abroad. But as the 
Englifh, though flow at invention, are remarkable for im- 
proving on what has already been invented, it is no wonder 
that we fhould attempt to heighten the gufto of this enter- 
tainment, and even carry it beyond the licence of a foreign 


Carniyal, 
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Carnival. There is fomething too infipid in our fine gentle- 
men ftalking about in dominos; and it is tather cruel to 


eclipfe the pretty faces of our fine ladies with hideous 
mafks: for which reafons it has been judged requifite to 
contrive a mafquerade upon a new plan, and in an entire 
new tafte. We may all remember, when (a few years ago) 
a celebrated lady endeavoured to introduce a new fpecies of 
Mafquerade among us, by lopping off the exuberance of 
drefs: and fhe herfelf firft fet the example, by ftripping to 
the character of Iphigenia undreft for the facrifice. I mutt 
own, itis a matter of fome furprize to me (confidering the 
propenfity of our modern ladies to get rid of their cloaths,) 
that other Jpbigenias did not immediately ftart up, or that 
nuns and veftals fhould be fuffered ever after to be feen 
among the mafks. But this project, it feems, was not then 
fufficiently ripe for execution, asa certain aukward thing, 
called Bafhfulnefs, had not yet been banifhed from the 
female world: and to the prefent enlightened times was 
referved the honour of introducing (however contradictory 
the term may feem) a Nakrp MasquERADE. 


Wuat the above-mentioned lady had the hardinefs to 
attempt alone, will (I am affured) be fet on foot by our 
perfons of fafhion, as foon as the hot days come in, Ra- 
nelagh. is the place pitched upon for their meeting ; where 
it is propofed to have a Mafquerade / Frefco, and the 
whole company isto difplay all their charms in puris natura- 
libus. The Pantheon of the Heathen Gods, Ovid’s Metamor- 
phofes, and Titian’s Prints will fupply them with a fufficient 
variety of undreft characters. One fet of ladies, I am told, 
intend tp perfonate Water-Nymphs bathing in the canal : 


three 
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three fifters, celebrated for their charms, defign to appear 
together as the Three Graces ; and a certain lady of quality, 
who moft refembles the Goddefs of Beauty, is now practifing 
from a model of the noted ftatue of Venus de Medicis, the mott 
ftriking attitudes for that character. As to the gentlemen, 
they may moft of them reprefent very fuitably the half- 
brutal forms of Satyrs, Pans, Fauns, and Centaurs: our 
beaux may affume the femblance of the beardlefs Apollo, or 
(which would be more natural) may admire themfelves in 
the perfon of Narciffus: and our bucks might aé-quite in 
character, by running about ftark-naked with their: mif- 
treffes, and committing the maddeft freaks, like the Priefts 
and Prieftefles of Bacchus, celebrating the Bacchanalian 
myfteries. 


Ir this fcheme for a Naked Mafquerade fhould meet 
with encouragement, (as there is no doubt but it muft,) 
it is propofed to improve it ftill further. Perfons of fafhion 
cannot but lament, that there are no diverfions allotted to 
Sunday, except the card-table; and they can never enough 
regret, that the Sunday evening tea-drinkings at Ranelagh 
were laid afide, from a fuperftitious regard to religion. 
They therefore intend to have a particular fort of Mafque- 
rade on that day, in which they may thew their tafte by 
ridiculing all the old womens tales contained in that idle 
book of fables, the Bible ; while the vulgar are devoutly 
attending to them at church. This, indeed, is not with- 
out a parallel: we have had an inftance already of an 
Eve; and by borrowing the ferpent in Orpheus and Eurydice, 
we might have the whole ftory of the Fall of Man exhi- 
bited in a Mafquerade. 
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Ir muft, indeed, be acknowledged, that this projec 
has already taken place among the loweft of the people, 
who feem to have been the firft contrivers of a Naked 
Mafquerade : and laft fummer I remember an article in the 
news-papers, that ‘ feveral perfons of both fexes were 
* affembled naked at Pimlico, and being carried before a 
*« magiftrate were fent to Bridewell.”” This, indeed, is too 
refined a pleafure to be allowed the vulgar : and every body 
will agree with me, that the fame act, which at the 
Green Lamps, or Pimlico appears low and criminal, may 
be polite, and extremely commendable at the Haymarket 
or at Ranelagh, 
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